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abolition of crying evils, the other positive, an active
promotion of justice. He believes in the future of
democracy, for he recognises that, though on one isolated
issue "it might be easy to find a small class with a some-
what higher ideal than the public," on a whole complex
of issues no class is likely to be so wise as " the general
body of the people." But he realises that the new democ-
racy is faced with formidable problems and requires
arduous self-discipline. With its references to Mill and
le Bon, Halifax and dc Tocqucville, it is an acute, erudite
and polished performance for the ex-pupil of Drainie
School, and was sufficient evidence that he was likely to
move opinion with his pen as well as on the platform
and in the committee-room. Indeed MacDonald was
already a practised free-lance journalist. He had already
written frequently for various Scottish papers and for
the Weekly Despatch. Soon he was to be a professional
leader-writer on the Echo. In 1897 he had helped to
found the Progressive Review^ which survived for a year.
And a little later he had written a weekly Labour Causerie
in the New Age. But first was to come the great event
which ensured his political future, the foundation of
the Labour Party.